CHAPTER  VII
BRITISH STRATEGY IN THE  PACIFIC   (B)
(i) Singapore Base Directed Against Japan
Decision to construct the base.
AFTER the Washington Conference, the clouds that had been
hanging over the Pacific dispersed, but just as we, as well
as others, were expecting that all would be peace, the world
was astonished by a British proposal to establish a naval
base at Singapore.
At the British Imperial Conference, opened in the
autumn of 1921, it was decided that a base at Singapore
was essential to the safety of British Imperial trade in the
East, that every protection should be afforded to the trade
route through the Mediterranean and Red Sea, and that
the Dominions should maintain larger air forces.
The British Government introduced a Bill accordingly.
It was opposed by the Liberal and Labour Parties, who made
common cause, objecting that the presumptive enemy was
evidently Japan and that the measure would uselessly
imperil British relations with her.
When a Labour Cabinet took office in 1924 it put a
stop to the whole proceeding, much to the disappointment of
Australia and New Zealand, who strongly protested. The
interchange of views that took place between the Home
Government and those of the Self-Governing Dominions
shows that Australia and New Zealand were strongly in
favour of the construction of the base : South Africa was
opposed to it on the grounds that it was not conducive to
the peace of the world : neither Canada nor the Irish Free
State expressed any opinion : India was undecided. How-
ever, the Conservatives came back to power in 1925, and
in March of that year work was commenced.
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